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In Lincoln at Gettysburg, Garry Wills reassesses the significance of Lincoln’s Gettysburg address.  He does so by examining the speech in the context of rituals of death and mourning at the time, as well as in the context of Lincoln’s specific habits and intellect.  On the basis of this analysis, Wills constructs an account of how Lincoln intentionally manipulated the symbolic resources of his time to effect a revolution of both style and substance in his Gettysburg address.  Identify some point of interpretation in Wills’ analysis, suggest a possible alternative interpretation, and discuss how Wills did or did not address that possiblity.  
